
Non-renewable energy
What are non-renewable
sources of energy?
n Most of the UK’s electricity is

generated by power stations that
burn coal and gas.

n Our cars use petrol and diesel,
which come from oil.

What are fossil fuels?
n Coal, oil and gas are called fossil fuels.

n They are formed from the fossilised
remains of prehistoric plants.

n The plants became buried deep under the
land and sea, slowly turning into coal, oil
and gas over millions of years.

What’s the problem?
n Fossil fuels can’t be renewed.

n One day, the Earth’s reserves of
these fuels will run out.

n Scientists think that gases released
when fossil fuels burn are causing
climate change and pollution.

Coal
At a coal mine, shafts
are dug to reach layers
of coal deep below the
Earth’s surface or from
open-cast mines on
the surface.

Oil and gas
Oil and gas under
the sea is collected
by special platforms.

Oil and gas can be
burned to make
electricity.

Power stations
Electricity is made in
big buildings called
power stations.

They burn coal or oil
to make power.

Some power stations
produce electricity
from nuclear energy.

Electricity
Electricity is needed to make
lots of things work, e.g.
heating, lighting.

Tall pylons support cables
that carry electricity safely to
where it’s needed. The cables
may also run underground.

It’s Only Natural
See www.dti.gov.uk/renewables/schools

 


