
It’s a Hard-Knock Life 
 

1. How do sources A and B show what life was like in the mills in 1831? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________  

2. Source A tells us that children suffered in the mills. It tells us this when it says... 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________  

3. Source B tells us that children were treated badly in the mills. It shows us this when it 
says... Source B tells us that the children were afraid to complain because... 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________  

4. Tick two things from this list that are improvements for child workers and put a cross 
next to two things that are still not acceptable in your opinion.  

• No child workers under nine years of age. 	
• Employers must have an age certificate for their child workers. 	
• Children of 9-13 years to work no more than nine hours a day. 	
• Children of 13-18 years to work no more than 12 hours a day. 	
• Children are not to work at night. 	
• Two hours schooling each day for children. 	
• Four factory inspectors appointed to enforce the law (in the whole of Britain!). 	

5. Reasons why I think these are 2 improvements: 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________	

6. Reasons why I think these are 2 things are unacceptable: 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________	

 


